In re application of: KRAMER, M. f et al. 
Appln.No,; 09/787,559 
Examiner: Angell, J. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Currently Amended), An isolated nucleic acid encoding a protein which is 
functionally identical to a protein that occurs naturally in human keratinocytes and is 
increasingly expressed when keratinocytes are in an activated state as compared to non- 
activated keratinocytes, 

wherein said protein nucleic acid has a nucleotide sequence of indicated in either 
the SEQ ID NO: l a sequence protocol or the SEQ ID NO: 4 X s equ e nce protocol 

or a nucleotide scq uen e e- eomplementary -- to -- on© the antisense strand of SEQ ID 
NO: l x er the antisense strand of SEQ ID NO: 4, 

or [[>]] wherein one or more uridine (U) nucleic acids are substituted for thymidine 
(T) nucleic acid bases in SEQ ID NO: 1 or SEQ ID NO: 4[[ ,]] , 

3. (Currently Amended). The isolated nucleic acid according to claim 2 wherein the 
nucleic acid is obtained from a natural, synthetic or half semi -synthetic source. 

Claims 4-7. (Cancelled). 

8, (Currently amended). A recombinant DNA vector molecule, which encompasses 
a nucleic acid according to claim % wherein said DNA vector molecule e x -p r ess in g 
expresses protein pKe#122 P in a prokaryotic or eukaryotic cell. 
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9, (Previously presented). The recombinant DNA vector molecule according to 
claim 8, wherein the vector molecule is the plasmid pUEX-1 or pGEX~2T or pBK-CMV 
orpHRZ 

10, (Currently Amended). An isolated transformed host cell containing a nucleic acid 
according to claim 2, which is coupled with an activatable promoter contained in the host 
cell naturally or as the consequence of a recombination, and which has the ability to 
express a protein that occurs in human keratinocytes and is increasingly expressed when 
the keratinocytes are in an activated state r in - p a ^teulai^retein ^ K ^ tf4 - 33 , 

Claims 11-16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently Amended), A reagent for the indirect detection of a protein that occurs 
in human keratinocytes, said protein being increasingly expressed in activated 
keratinocytes as compared to non-activated keratinocytes, iB-paftieuter-protein - pKe#4 - 3 - 2^ 
wherein the reagent encompasses at least one nucleic acid according to claim 2. 

Claims 18-23. (Cancelled), 

24, (Currently amended). A reagent for the indirect detection of a protein that occurs 
in human keratinocytes, said protein being increasingly expressed in activated 
keratinocytes as compared to non-activated keratinocytes, in particular protein pKefl tSS? 
wherein the reagent encompasses at least one nucleic acid, wherein4he-nu<)leic -- ac - id - is - a 
s pMe e -vari aBt^ whi ch hybridizes with the nucleotide sequence of mdiea£ed4n- -s e qu e ne e 
p?eteee4 SEQ ID NO: 1^ e^4n- s e queno e- protoee - I --SEQ ID NO: 4 , the antisense strand of 
SEP ID NO: L or the antisense strand of SEP ID NO: 4. 

Claims 25-28. (Cancelled). 
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29, (New) The isolated transformed host cell containing a nucleic acid according to claim 

10, wherein said protein is pKe#122, 

30. (New) The reagent according to claim 17, wherein said protein is pKe#122, 
3 L (New) The reagent according to claim 24, wherein said protein is pKe#122< 
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